
Karen Ann Terteling 

May 12, 1942 – December 05, 2011 

On May 12, 1942, Agnes and Arthur Schmuhl welcomed the birth of their only 

child, Karen, in Chicago IL. 

During Karen’s early years, her family moved to various cities starting from 

Chicago, IL; to Portsmouth, OH; then on to Norwood, NY; and finally graduated in 

1960 from Wheaton High School in Wheaton, MD.  For college, Karen decided to 

go west to the University of Idaho for Interior Architecture for which she received 

her degree in 1965. Later, she went to Lewis Clark State College for nursing school which she received 

her Associates of Science degree in 1978. 

While attending the U of I, Karen met Star Allen Longley and soon became engaged.  In 1961 while riding 

a train home for summer break, the train was involved in an accident.  

Karen’s back was broken in three places and she had to wear a back 

brace for nearly a year. Star was away for training in the Air Force.  Due 

to human misunderstandings and hurt feelings the engagement was 

called off.   

Karen met Gerald “Jerry” Ernest Terteling at a dance after her back brace 

was removed.  They were married in St. Mary’s Church on June 13, 1963. 

During their marriage, they had two children Peter and Laurelyn.  

Although they divorced in October 1981, Karen and Jerry still remained friends until his death in 2004. 

Karen enjoyed the outdoors with fishing, and hunting as some of her favorite 

outdoor activities. She also enjoyed knitting and crocheting, and was a detailed 

seamstress for the Ballet Folk Company in the 1970’s where she created the “white 

swan” tutu with real feathers on the skirt for the Swan Lake Ballet, and the “Sugar 

Plum Fairy” tutu for the Nutcracker Ballet, both worn by Paula Brantner.   

Karen was first employed as a nurse’s aide while she attended nursing school. She 

later worked for thirty years as a Registered Nurse at many nursing homes in the 

Moscow, Pullman, Lewiston and Clarkson where she took care of hundreds of 

elderly patients.  Some patients she knew prior to being admitted to the nursing home, while others 

became friends as she worked. 

In August of 1996, Karen was able to make her dream trip a 

reality. Karen brought her daughter Laurelyn along on her 

voyage to travel the Mississippi River on the Delta Queen, 

the Riverboat she had viewed from the banks of the Ohio 

River as she grew up.  



She enjoyed being a member of the Women of the Moose, Loyal 

order of Eagles, and Beta Sigma Phi. 

In 2001, Karen took a leave of absence to move her father from Bowie 

MD to Moscow, so she could care for him until his passing in March 

2003. Her mother had passed away in September 1994. Now, her 

parents are buried next to each other in Moscow ID. 

She later took care of her ex-husband, Jerry, until he passed away in 

October 2004. He is buried at Normal Hill Cemetery in Lewiston in a 

Terteling family plot.   

Through the years, Karen reunited with Star Longley as friends. She 

even became friends with Star’s pet bobcat “Bobby”.  Her feelings for 

Star returned and she remained hopeful for a relationship until she read of his passing in September 

2011. 

The onset of her illness began in September 2010, when she 

experienced a disabling stroke while in her home in 

Moscow.  She was treated at Gritman Hospital in Moscow, 

and sent to St. Luke’s Rehabilitation Hospital in Spokane 

soon after. After getting limited mobility back, her daughter 

Laurelyn took Karen to Park Ridge Skilled Nursing center 

which is closer to her daughter in Kenmore, WA as she tried 

to improve her health. Eventually, Karen moved into her 

daughter’s home for eight months until Karen became 

gravely ill and had to be placed under hospice care back at 

Park Ridge, where she peacefully passed away soon after. 

Karen is survived by her son Hugh Peter Terteling and his wife, Dianna and Dianna’s children and 

grandchildren; her daughter Laurelyn Adine Lane and her husband Robert, along with their children 

Christopher and Thomas; her uncle Wayne Schmuhl and his wife Bernice and their children; sister-in-law 

Virginia Hazelwood, and her children Michael, Olivia Darlene, Kathy, and Peggy Lynn and their children 

and grandchildren; her close friends Dawn Marie, Jan “Huckie”, Ed, Deb, and Sherry as well as her 

neighbors. 

Per Karen’s wishes, her interment will be at Prairie Creek Cemetery in Joseph Oregon, the same 

cemetery as Star Longley. Her request is for a gravesite service with family and friends attending, in the 

spring of 2012.  If you wish to attend please contact her daughter, Laurelyn Lane, PO Box 82804, 

Kenmore, WA 98028 for more information.  

Karen was very fond of butterflies.  A Memorial donation can be sent to Pacific Science Center to help 

their Tropical Butterfly House: mail to The Annual Fund, Pacific Science Center, 200 2nd Ave. N, Seattle, 

WA 98109, or give online at www.pacificsciencecenter.org. 


